
QUESTIONS FOR THINKING AND TALKING:QUESTIONS FOR THINKING AND TALKING:QUESTIONS FOR THINKING AND TALKING:QUESTIONS FOR THINKING AND TALKING:    
1.   Place yourself in the story of one of the characters of Luke’s story 

of Jesus’ passion and death. What can this person’s story say to 
your life today? 

 
2.  How well do we celebrate the great feasts of our faith? Can you 
recall a particular memorable celebration of the Easter mystery? Are 
there ways I could be more engaged in ensuring that our Parish is 
deeply immersed in the rhythm of the Church's cycle of celebrations? 

    
    
CLOSING PRAYERCLOSING PRAYERCLOSING PRAYERCLOSING PRAYER    
May God bless us with eyes that see suffering in the world.  
May God bless us with courage to seek justice and peace. 
May God bless us with generosity to share what we have. 
May God bless us with love to see Christ in each other. 
Pray: The Sign of the Cross. 

 
 
COMMITMENT FOR WEEK 6COMMITMENT FOR WEEK 6COMMITMENT FOR WEEK 6COMMITMENT FOR WEEK 6    
Fast from thoughts that weaken; 
Feast on promises that inspire. 
Fast from shadows of sorrow; 
Feast on the sunlight of serenity. 
Fast from idle gossip; 
Feast on purposeful silence. 
Fast from problems that overwhelm; 
Feast on prayer that sustains. 
 
 

 
 
 

Adult Faith Education Sandhurst, 
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*Commitment prayer adapted from the Diocese of Rockhampton resources. 
Artwork with permission: Susan Daily Art. 
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GOSPEL:  GOSPEL:  GOSPEL:  GOSPEL:  Palm Sunday Procession - Luke 19:28-40    
When he had said this he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. Now it 
happened that when he was near Bethphage and Bethany, close by the 
Mount of Olives as it is called, he sent two of the disciples, saying, 'Go to 
the village opposite, and as you enter it you will find a tethered colt that 
no one has ever yet ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 
"Why are you untying it?" you are to say this, "The Master needs it." ' The 
messengers went off and found everything just as he had told them. As 
they were untying the colt, its owners said, 'Why are you untying it?' and 
they answered, 'The Master needs it.' So they took the colt to Jesus and, 
throwing their cloaks on its back, they lifted Jesus on to it. As he moved 
off, they spread their cloaks in the road, and now, as he was approaching 
the downward slope of the Mount of Olives, the whole group of disciples 
joyfully began to praise God at the top of their voices for all the miracles 
they had seen. They cried out: Blessed is he who is coming as King in 
the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens! 
Some Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 'Master, reprove your 
disciples,' but he answered, 'I tell you, if these keep silence, the stones 
will cry out.' 
 

Eucharist Eucharist Eucharist Eucharist ----    Luke 22:14Luke 22:14Luke 22:14Luke 22:14----23:56 23:56 23:56 23:56     
Read the story of Jesus’ passion and crucifixion in a Bible or Missal. 



INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION    
 
PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE 
 The prayer form called lectio divina, or ‘Sacred Reading’ of Scripture, is 
 suggested to begin the session. This way of praying has  ancient origins. 
 Saint Benedict and many monastic communities followed this way. 
 
Lectio Divina (Sacred Reading) 
 Begin by acknowledging the presence of God with you. 
 Know that God is looking at you and loving you.  
 Ask for what your heart most deeply desires. 

Read the passage. Then allow silent time. 
Re-read the passage.   
Pause if a word or phrase ‘stands out’ for you.  
Stay with each for as long as you feel that you want to stay.  
You may repeat the word or phrase gently.  
You may stay with this Word of God for you, or move on.  
You may read the text only once or return and re- read it.   
It is ’OK’ if you do not finish the reading. 
Listen. Respond as the Spirit leads you. 
Conclude with your own prayer 
 
Reflect back on your prayer experience. 
You may like to write or draw in a journal. 
 

* * * 
 

This leaflet may be used by one person, or by a small group. 
 

Personal use:  You may like to set aside 20 – 45 minutes each week  
   for prayer and reflection or allow time each day. 
 
Group use:    Allow 1 hour weekly for your group to meet in Lent. 
 
1.  Beginning Prayer 
   Begin with the Sign of the Cross. 
   Read the Scripture passage aloud (page 1). 
   Allow 15 minutes of quiet time for each person to pray using 
   the way of lectio divina (below). Read the passage again. 
2.  Sharing 
   Invite each person to share an aspect of their prayer (15 min) 
3.  Questions for Thinking and Talking 
   Allow quiet time for each question (page 4) before sharing 
   insights with the group.  
4.  Closing prayer 

BACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUND    
    
Luke 19:28-40    
Jews hoped to celebrate great feasts, 
especially Passover, Jerusalem, the 
holy city. Jesus enters the city as a 
pilgrim, and a king. He rides a 
donkey rather than an animal suited 
to those who rule by force. As king, 
he has been with the poor and 
needy. 
 

 
Luke 22:14-23:56 
The Prophet, Isaiah, told of a mysterious servant, calmly trusting God, 
although attacked and mocked for compassionate response to the poor 
and weary.  Luke’s tells the story of Jesus’ God’s servant who has borne 
the burdens of others, suffers for others, forgives with his dying breaths 
and finally gives his spirit over into the hands of God.  
 

In Gethsemane, Jesus is afraid and tempted to ask the Father for an 
easy way out of suffering and the challenges ahead, but continues 
praying. He is finally meets his captors with calm courage. He reaches 
out to heal another victim of a violent act.   
 

The characters who encounter Jesus during his final hours invite our 
deep reflection. Jesus’ friends wait, fearful and helpless, while he is 
condemned and crucified, although innocent of any crime. From a 
distance, Jesus returns the look of Peter who has betrayed him.  On his 
own journey, Simon of Cyrene suddenly finds himself helping as part of 
the journey of the cross. From their own crosses, two criminals encounter 
Jesus nailed to his own. One turns towards Jesus, pleading from shame, 
sorrow and need. He is forgiven and welcomed into the kingdom. The 
second criminal dies with mocking and cynical words. 
 

When Jesus dies, he gently gives his spirit into the hands of the Father. 
Afterwards, tender care for the body of Jesus comes from an unexpected 
source, Joseph of Aramathea. Joseph, like Luke’s ‘good Samaritan’, 
ignores convention to lovingly care for the broken body of one who has 
suffered. A Roman soldier, not known among Jesus’ friends, perceives 
and declares Jesus’ innocence. 

    


